Introduce yourself!
My name is Anna Baker and | play the French horn.

How long have you been a member?
| joined DCB on the first rehearsal after Covid restrictions were lifted after spotting an advert for new members.
So in my 4" year!

Tell us a bit about yourself.
| am a nurse by profession, but music is my life (along with family and friends, of course!). My free time is
generally taken up with a variety of musical activities.

Why did you take up your instrument - why do you play the instrument you play?

| originally started out playing cornet when | was introduced to brass playing in 1% year at High school. My
brother was already playing tuba in a local Silver Band and | had been to concerts to see him and it just seemed
natural for me to also play brass, subsequently playing for the same Silver Band. While progressing through music
as a subject at school, | switched from cornet to Eb tenor horn, then after leaving school, continued with tenor
horn for a while. | heard that another band was looking for ‘Horn Players’ and duly went along to join the other
band, completely oblivious that it was French horns they needed, not tenor horns. To cut a long story short, |
ended up buying myself a second hand French horn and teaching myself the new fingering etc with the help of a
co-French horn player, and today, about 37 years on, both of us are still sitting next to each other in that same
band.

What other instruments do you play?

| played a bit of piano as a teenager and also had a go at the oboe in my last year at school. | enjoy singing and
last year | took up handbell ringing (a long term dream of mine) as a result of meeting Susan in the clarinet section
of DCB who introduced me to the Jordanhill Handbell Ringers.

Is there another instrument you would like to play?
| have always believed there is a frustrated percussionist inside me, trying to get out!

What do you enjoy most about DCB?
| have progressed a lot since joining DCB and it has definitely been one of the best decisions | ever made. It’s such
a warm welcoming band of musicians, very sociable and fun to be part of, and the horn section is an especially



lovely team to play alongside. My initial concern of giving up my Saturday mornings was quickly dispelled and
now | wouldn’t want to be anywhere else on a Saturday morning! | enjoy the way we are pushed to our best by
Robert, our MD, and | have made lots of new friends in DCB.

Favourite concert venue — past, present...... or future?
Past — | have enjoyed singing and playing at the Glasgow Royal Concert Hall and Glasgow City Halls (sadly not with

Present — | love the atmosphere of our annual Christmas performance at Kelvingrove Art Gallery.
Future — How amazing would it be to play live at the Royal Albert Hall possibly as part of the BBC Proms?

Favourite DCB memory?
The recording sessions we’ve done at Kessington Hall for special occasions:
1. 12 Days of Christmas —2021
2. Aurora Borealis - 2022 — our entry for the Classic FM competition to celebrate Queen Elizabeth Il Platinum
Jubilee
3. BBCRadio 4 ‘Today’ programme Guest Edit - 2023

Favourite piece we’ve played?
One of the first pieces | played with DCB, Aurora Borealis by Rossano Galante. It's a great piece to play, and the
horn part is particularly fun with lots of prominent features.

Any piece you’d like to play with the band in the future?

There are so many.... Perhaps a concert band arrangement of Bohemian Rhapsody. | think DCB could give a truly
definitive performance of that. Another Rhapsody | particularly like is George Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue and |
have never had the chance to play that in any band from start to finish, although excerpts always come up in
compilations.

Any (family friendly!) DCB related story?

One of the funniest moments has to be at our 50" Anniversary Social Event when some of us did sectional
performances. We horns decided to do Colin Suckling’s ‘Danube flows into the Clyde’, where we play a selection
of favourite Glasgow/Scottish tunes interspersed with Johan Strauss’s Blue Danube. We decided as part of the
performance we would have hats to wear to depict where we were at different stages within the piece, however
we couldn’t play and change hats at the same time, so we enlisted the help of Ruth and Monika, from the clarinet
section to stand behind us and change our Austrian hunting hats to our Glaswegian ‘Wee Jimmy’ hats, and tartan
Berets. It was a challenge for them, and for us to play at the same time without bursting into fits of laughter!



