Introduce yourself!
Hello, I'm lan. | play the euphonium. Originally from Yorkshire, | came to Glasgow to work in 1990, and moved to
Gourock on the Clyde coast in 2022.

How long have you been a member?
| joined DCB in August 2023, following a random conversation with clarinettist Moyra Hawthorn.

Tell us a bit about yourself.

I'm a self-employed editor. | worked with Scottish Opera for 12 years, putting together the printed programmes
for their productions, and since 2019 I've undertaken the same role with the RSNO. | also work for a number of
publishers, and it was through a project for one of these that | met Moyra, who asked me if | played a musical
instrument. | said | last played the euphonium nearly 40 years ago, and that it was presently propping open the
spare-bedroom door. Somehow, four months later, | found myself at Kessington Hall ...

Why did you take up your instrument? Why do you play the instrument you play?

When | was about 12, the family inherited a saxophone. | asked at school if there was anyone who could teach me
to play it. No there wasn't, but had | thought about this? (Pointing to a dusty euphonium sitting forlornly in a
corner.)

What other instruments do you play?

| played the piano from about the age of six. Funnily enough, the family inherited that too. A relative was
emigrating to Australia. We drove to Sutton Coldfield, dad tied the baby grand on top of the trailer, hooked the
trailer to the Austin 1300 and we motored back up the M1.

Is there another instrument you would like to play?
In a parallel universe, the cello.

What do you enjoy most about DCB?
The mix of ages and backgrounds at DCB is fantastic. I'd forgotten how satisfying communal music-making can be.

Favourite concert venue — past, present ... or future?
I made my first ‘public appearance’ in four decades at Kelvingrove at Christmas 2023. Nerve-wracking but a
wonderful atmosphere.



Favourite musical memory?
How about the first piece | played with the school brass band? Slaidburn by William Rimmer.

Favourite piece we’ve played?
Last season | really enjoyed the Selection from Chess, and this season | love Malcolm Arnold’s Prelude, Siciliano
and Rondo.

Any piece you'd like to play with the band in the future?
I've always thought it would be great fun to play the BBC Radio Sports Report theme (Out of the Blue by the
marvellously named Hubert Bath).



